
Follow the life risking adventures, the drama and 
politics of Dungeness Crab fishing in San Francisco. 

Crab City captures the dynamic 
story of Dungeness crab fishing 

both outside and inside the Golden 
Gate. Follow the fisherman’s life 

risking adventures and go behind 
the scenes to witness the drama 
and politics of the world famous 

Dungeness crab fishery in 
San Francisco.  
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FROM BAIT TO PLATE



Crab City gives viewers an in-depth look at the modern day Gold 
Rush for San Francisco’s world famous Dungeness crab. 
Documentary-style, unscripted reality fishing series are a hit with 
viewers. Crab City takes this popular format to another level, going 
beyond the rivalries and dangerous fishing conditions. We tell the 
complete and compelling story of the Dungeness Crab season in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, covering not only the life-risking adventures 
of the fishermen who take big risks to stake their claim beyond the 
Golden Gate, but also going behind the scenes to view back room 
politics and explore the world’s obsession for the most delectable 
and desired of all crustaceans.

DEADLIEST CATCH, in its 11th season 
on Discovery Channel, was the #1 
unscripted program in May 2015 (Males 
25-54) with an average of 3.6 million 
viewers for the month

REALITY FISHING SERIES  
ARE A HIT WITH VIEWERS!

WICKED TUNA wrapped its 
third season in June 2015 
as the highest-rated series 
in National Geographic 
Channel’s history.
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San Francisco’s crab fishermen are a 
true motley crew and a fascinating 
cast of characters. They’re fearless, 
macho, hard working and a little 

crazy. There’s a strong camaraderie 
within the crews, and you often hear 

them say they have “salt in their veins, not blood”. 
They look the part, and would never be confused with 
employees of Facebook. The majority of the fleet are 
small and seemingly unseaworthy vessels operating 
as family businesses with big bills and mouths at 
home to feed. These gritty men appear unfazed by the 
rough seas. Fueled by Red Bull and with a constant 
cigarette in their mouths, deckhands maneuver 
hundreds of pounds of crab gear around the deck 
strewn with hazards, and run dangerous machines 
with precision as giant waves rock the boat. They 
make it look easy, and even kind of fun, as they spar 
back and forth with 
wisecracks and perform 
endless hijinks. They’re 
the kind of guys you root 
for as they compete 
against the corporate 
backed mega-boats from 
the North. 

Not everyone in San Francisco is 

a tech nerd or tree hugger. 

THE PERSONALITIES



Dungeness Crab is the deadliest fishery on the West Coast. As there is no quota 
system, the derby-style fishery forces the crab fishermen to take big risks on 
the unpredictable sea to catch as much crab as quickly as they can. 80% of the 
crab are caught in the first few weeks of the season. The competition is fierce 
for California’s highest valued fishery and with the decline of the Salmon fishery, 
the stakes are higher than ever. A fleet of more than 400 crab permit holding 
boats battle the rough seas, the clock and each other hoping to tap into the 
mother lode. Yearly, crab boats drop 
175,000 crab pots(cages) and bring in 
over 20 million pounds of crab with a 
value exceeding $60 million.   

HIGH RISK / HIGH REWARD!

“There’s 100 ways 
to die on a crab 
boat, at least.”

Disputes among the crab fishermen are 
common, and they police themselves. Fishermen fight to be first in line at the 
dock to load their boats with gear and bait, and race out to the crab grounds 
to be first to set their pots in the most productive spots. “There’s a right way 
and a wrong way” to do things but not all the fishermen play fair. Rival boats 
often “Pot down”(dropping their pots too close to another boat’s string of 
pots) or pull up the traps of a rival’s boat and stealing their crab. Rival’s gear 
is often sabotaged by cutting the ropes of the pots and sending them to the 
bottom of the ocean. These rogue acts spark death threats, physical fights 
among the crabbers and boat vandalization.

WHARF JUSTICE

- Captain James Smith 
F/V Mad Dog



Crab seasons are often 
delayed by strikes. 
Wholesalers want to pay as 
little as possible and need to 
make sure that they’ll be able 
to have crab to support the 
high-demand and fill holiday 
crab orders. The fishermen 
depend on every penny, 
risking a fortune on their 
boat, gear and permits. A 
crabbing permit can cost more than a captain’s house. Stalled negotiations 
force boats to standby sending hundreds of crew members in rubber boots 
parading around San Francisco, bunkering down in local bars waiting for the 
“go, no go” decision. The crab season for the Northern state starts a few 
weeks later because Central California crab molt earlier and achieve adequate 
market condition sooner than northern crabs, causing bigger boats that fish a 
variety of fisheries up the coast, including Alaska, to come to the Bay Area to 
double-dip into San Francisco’s crab grounds and cause friction. 

THE POLITICS
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